COAL FLY ASH AT WORK

There are many uses for the fly ash generated by coal-buring power plants. But is utilizing this byproduct a wise choice?
At OPPD, we believe it is, both for our customer-owners and the district’s bottom line. Recently, concerns have been
raised about the Coal Combustion Residuals requirements. Here, we explain that reusing fly ash is not only safe and
effective under the new law, it also isn't harmful to the environment.

A naturally-occurring product of the
coal combustion process. The composition
of fly ash is nearly identical to volcanic ash.

When mixed with calcium hydroxide, it has many of the same properties as cement. Replacing a
portion of the cement with fly ash creates a material that, when used with other aggregates and
compounds, produces concrete well-suited for road, airport runway and bridge construction.
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OPPD has been selling its fly ash and working with an ash marketer to find applications
for the fly ash since the 1970s. The utility saved money on transportation costs
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IN COMPARISON... The rest of the United States is using, on average, 43% of their fly ash for sale or internal use.
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The yearly carbon dioxide emission reduction from reusing
fly ash in the United States is greater than the total yearly
emissions for the entire country of Singapore.
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lists of nine safe and beneficial uses for fly ash,
including in the mixing of concrete.

Selling coal fly ash for industrial use has two benefits:

The proceeds of the sales offset the costs This savings allows OPPD to keep operational
of disposing of the fly ash onsite. costs low, helping keep customer rates reasonable.
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