
 

  

 
OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
June 16, 2022 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on Thursday, June 16, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic Center, 
1819 Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via Webex audio and 
video conference. 
 
Present in person at the Civic Center were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, S. E. 
Howard, J. M. Mollhoff, C. C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon, E. H. Williams and R. M. Yoder.  Also 
present in person were L. J. Fernandez, President and Chief Executive Officer, S. M. Bruckner of 
the Fraser Stryker law firm, General Counsel for the District, M. F. Hinners, Senior Corporate 
Governance Specialist, and other members of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support staff.  
Chair A. E. Bogner presided and M. F. Hinners recorded the minutes.  Members of the executive 
leadership team present in person (or via Webex) included: J. M. Bishop, K. W. Brown, S. M. 
Focht (Webex), T. D. McAreavey, K. S. McCormick, L. A. Olson (Webex), M. V. Pinder (Webex), 
B. R. Underwood and T. R. Via.  Approximately 30 attendees, consisting of OPPD employees 
and members of the public, were in attendance via Webex, and 2 members of the public were 
present at the Civic Center.   
 
Board Agenda Item 1:  Chair Opening Statement 
 
Chair Bogner gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the Webex audio and 
video conferencing platform.   
 
Board Agenda Item 2:  Safety Briefing 
 
J. D. Clark, Manager Protective Services, provided the safety briefing for the Civic Center.  
President Fernandez provided physical and psychological safety reminders, including current 
safety focus reminders about: (i) heat-related illness prevention; (ii) storm preparedness; and (iii) 
avoiding sprains, strains and tears. 
 
Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation 
 
Chair Bogner then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and instructions on 
the public comment process using Webex audio and video conferencing features. 
 
Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call 
 
Ms. Hinners took roll call of the Board.  All members were present in person. 
 
Board Agenda Item 5:  Announcement regarding public notice of meeting 
 
Ms. Hinners read the following: 
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“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald, OPPD Outlets 
newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying such notice on the Arcade 
Level of Energy Plaza; and by e-mailing such notice to each of the District’s 
Directors on June 10, 2022. 
 
A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  
 
Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com and in the meeting room.” 
 

Board Consent Action Items:  
 
Item 6. Approval of the April 2022 Comprehensive Financial and Operating Report, May 2022 

Meeting Minutes and the June 16, 2022 Agenda 
Item 7. SD-15: Enterprise Risk Management Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6507 
Item 8. Annual Health Plan Report – Resolution No. 6508 
Item 9. Appointment of Small Cap Growth Investment Manager for Retirement Fund – 

Resolution No. 6509 
Item 10. Appointment of Private Credit Investment Managers for Retirement Fund – Resolution 

No. 6510 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent agenda items. 
 
Chair Bogner noted the Board discussed the action items during the All Committees meeting held 
on Tuesday, June 14, 2022. 
 
Chair Bogner then asked for public comment.  There was no comment from the public in 
attendance at the meeting or via Webex. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Howard – Yes; 
Mollhoff – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes; Yoder – Yes.  The motion carried 
(8-0). 
 
Board Agenda Item 11: Corporate Officer Reviews and Compensation Adjustments – K. W. 
Brown, S. M. Focht, L. A. Olson and T. R. Via – Resolution No. 6511 
 
Ms. Hinners read the following:  
 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Omaha 
Public Power District that the compensation adjustments for the following 
corporate officers: Kate W. Brown, Scott M. Focht, Lisa A. Olson, and Troy R. Via, 
as set forth on the Exhibit A attached hereto, be and hereby are approved.” 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve this action item. 
 
Director Moody reminded the public that the Board has changed its process for reviewing and 
approving corporate officer compensation adjustments.  Previously, each corporate officer was 
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reviewed individually during the month of his or her service anniversary.  In January, the 
Governance Committee recommended that current corporate officer performance reviews and 
compensation adjustments be conducted in a consolidated fashion, i.e., all corporate officers 
would be reviewed and compensation would be adjusted at the same time.  The Board reviewed 
the performance of, and recommended salary adjustments for, vice presidents K. W. Brown, S. 
M. Focht, L. A. Olson and T. R. Via during a closed session in May.  The recommended 
compensation adjustments were presented at the All Committees meeting on Tuesday, June 14. 
 
Director Moody expressed support for the compensation adjustments as a matter of retention.  
He highlighted the evolution of OPPD’s executive leadership team over the past year, including a 
new CEO, and the importance of the work they are leading.   
 
Director Spurgeon expressed appreciation for the work that these corporate officers are leading 
to transition OPPD for the future and support for the compensation adjustments.   
 
Chair Bogner then asked for public comment.  There was no comment from the public in 
attendance at the meeting or via Webex. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Howard – Yes; 
Mollhoff – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes; Yoder – Yes.  The motion carried 
(8-0). 
 
Board Agenda Item 12: SD-2: Rates Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6512 
 
Ms. Hinners read the following:  

 
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Omaha 
Public Power District accepts the SD-2: Rates Monitoring Report in the form as set 
forth on Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part hereof, and finds OPPD to be 
sufficiently in compliance with the policy as stated.” 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve this action item. 
 
Director Yoder noted that this would be the last monitoring report under the current version of the 
SD-2 Rates policy as the Finance Committee has undertaken an initiative to revise SD-2.  He 
noted the Board would conduct a public workshop on rate design on June 22.  He expressed 
appreciation to the staff for the work that is being conducted related to affordability.   
 
Director Williams expressed appreciation for the additional information on affordability that has 
been included in the monitoring report.  He looks forward to the Board workshops on rate design 
and how technology can improve rate design in the future. 
 
Chair Bogner then asked for public comment. 
 
Mr. Alan Volvolka, 3719 Hamilton Street, Omaha, questioned OPPD’s compliance with the goals 
of SD-2 and expressed appreciation for the upcoming rate design workshops.  He hopes new 
rates will incentivize conservation and distributed generation. 
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Mr. Mark Welsch, 5611 Howard Street, Omaha, implored OPPD to focus more on the 
“environmentally sensitive” aspect of OPPD’s mission statement and to change the 2050 net zero 
carbon production goal date to 2035. 
 
There was no additional comment from the public in attendance at the meeting or via Webex. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Howard – Yes; 
Mollhoff – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes; Yoder – Yes.  The motion carried 
(8-0). 
 
Board Agenda Item 13: SD-11: Economic Development Policy Revision – Resolution No. 
6513 
 
Ms. Hinners read the following:  
 

“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Omaha 
Public Power District that the revised Board Policy SD-11: Economic Development 
be and hereby is approved, effective June 16, 2022, as set forth on the Exhibit A, 
attached hereto.” 

 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve this action item. 
 
Director Mollhoff noted that economic development means different things to different people.  
She stated economic development encompasses more than data centers and distribution 
warehouses in Sarpy County.  She has observed thriving communities in Blair, Valley and 
Ashland and revitalized main streets across the area. 
 
Director Yoder expressed general support for the revisions to SD-11 and hopes to see further 
revisions in the future that provide more direction from the Board, addresses language about 
attracting businesses in a fully employed economy, and quantifies the return on investment for all 
customers for the activities that are included in the last bullet of SD-11 regarding optimizing the 
energy system. 
 
Director Williams expressed general support for the revisions to SD-11 and hopes additional 
revisions will be made in the future to address ambiguity and the balance of economic 
development with environmental sensitivity. 
 
Director Moody expressed appreciation for the work that has gone into revising SD-11, but he is 
uncomfortable with the policy because it feels too narrow.  He believes OPPD should support 
broader community development. 
 
Director Mollhoff expressed her belief that the revised SD-11: Economic Development policy 
reflects OPPD’s vision of lower emissions, stronger communities and more robust customer 
engagement.  She noted the economic development team proactively reached out to local 
development agencies with the proposed policy language.  She believes that while the revised 
language may not be perfect, the revised policy provides the directional focus that promotes 
community well-being, addresses workforce needs, and enhances the quality of life for customers. 
 
Chair Bogner then asked for public comment.   
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Mr. Mark Welsch, 5611 Howard Street, Omaha, inquired about what OPPD will do to address 
chronic poverty and unemployment in North Omaha.  He also inquired if a special rate could be 
created to discourage new businesses from locating in counties that do not support renewable 
energy. 
 
Mr. Ryan Wishart, 912 N. 49th Street, Omaha, commented upon the distinction between economic 
development and economic growth.  He asked the Board to consider how SD-11 in the past has 
contributed to the delay in the closing and refueling of North Omaha Station.   
 
Mr. John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, echoed comments provided by the previous 
speakers and stated he does not want to see growth for the sake of growth without thinking about 
the consequences.   
 
There was no additional comment from the public in attendance at the meeting or via Webex. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Howard – Yes; 
Mollhoff – Yes; Moody – No; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes; Yoder – Yes.  The motion carried 
(7-1). 
 
Board Agenda Item 14: President’s Report 
 
President Fernandez next presented the following information: 

 May Baseload Generation 

 May Balancing Generation 

 May Renewables 

 Honor Our Community Activities and Events, including: 
o Peregrine Falcon Chicks 
o OPPD Participation in community parades 
o Volunteering in Public Power Day of Giving 

 Rate Design Project – First of three public board workshops scheduled for June 22 

 Electric Vehicle Ride and Drive Event 

 Energy Education Program Spring Semester 
o President Fernandez announced that OPPD has launched its search for a new Vice 

President of Sustainability and Environmental Affairs, who will lead and balance 
OPPD’s mission of affordability, reliability and environmental stewardship. 

 In Memoriam 
 
Board Agenda Item 15: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 
 
Chair Bogner asked for comments from the public on other items of District business. 
 
Mr. David D. Begley, 4611 S. 96th Street, Omaha, presented the Board with materials attached to 
these minutes and expressed support for the delay in the closure and refueling of North Omaha 
Station. 
 
Ms. Mary Peck, 206 Fort Plaza, Gretna, expressed appreciation for Mart Sedky, former Vice 
President – Human Capital, who passed away in 2021.  She expressed appreciation for OPPD 
and its support of the LGBTQIA+ community and Pride Month. 
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Mr. Mark Welsch, 5611 Howard Street, expressed his opinion that the net zero carbon production 
by 2050 goal be changed to 2035 and inquired about the calculation of renewable energy 
contribution to OPPD’s retail sales.  President Fernandez stated OPPD provides information 
about emissions on its website and explained that retails sales was used because it is a stable 
statistic.  
 
Mr. Alan Volvolka, 3719 Hamilton Street, Omaha, expressed disappointment that the closure and 
refueling of North Omaha Station will be delayed and the Board consider changing the net zero 
carbon production goal date of 2050 to 2035. 
 
Mr. John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided a weather update. 
 
Ms. Frances Mendenhall, 3715 Hamilton Street, Omaha, expressed disappointment with the   
North Omaha recommendation and support for changing the 2050 net zero carbon production 
goal to 2035.  She would like more discussion on the public health impacts of continuing to burn 
coal at North Omaha Station.  She asked Director Yoder to provide sources of information for 
public health information.  Director Yoder stated screening tools are available at the 
Environmental Protection Agency.   
 
Mr. David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th Street, Omaha, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, expressed 
disappointment that the closure of North Omaha Station will be delayed.   
 
Mr. Ryan Wishart, 912 N. 49th Street, Omaha, referred to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report on climate adaptation.  He hopes there will be future discussion about how 
much the increase in demand from new business versus population growth was related to 
policies. 
 
There was no additional comment from the public in attendance at the meeting or via Webex. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

  

S. M. Focht 
Vice President – Corporate Strategy and 
Governance and Assistant Secretary 

 M. F. Hinners 
Assistant Secretary of the Meeting 
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