
 
Williams/Via 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 6580 
 

WHEREAS, the Sarpy County Station Unit 1 engine was inspected and found to 
have wear on major internal components and will be scheduled for refurbishment.  The unit will need 
to be taken out of service and disassembled for a detailed inspection, evaluation, and repair; and  

 
WHEREAS, the inspection and repair are technologically complex requiring 

specialized tooling, manufacturing capability and extensive combustion turbine specific engineering 
knowledge; and  

 
WHEREAS, the technical specifications and contract requirements for this work will 

be detailed and complex necessitating the ability for OPPD to conduct direct contract negotiations 
with potential bidders thus allowing OPPD to prepare detailed, customized contract specifications 
and commercial terms to assure that the suppliers are capable and will supply the parts and services 
that are reliable, efficient, and cost effective in meeting the District’s needs; and  

  
WHEREAS, the District’s Engineer has certified that there is a limited supply of 

unique parts that are needed for the refurbishment and a detailed evaluation of the options for new 
and refurbished parts will need to be conducted to ensure the best interests of the customer-owners 
are served to avoid significant turbine damage to Sarpy County Station Unit 1 and to support grid 
reliability; and 

 
WHEREAS, for these reasons, the District’s Engineer has certified that the use of 

sealed bidding would be impractical and not in the public interest; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute Section 70-637 (as amended), 
and upon approval of the Engineer’s Certification by the Board of Directors, the District may 
negotiate and enter into a contract or contracts for the inspection and refurbishment of Sarpy County 
Station Unit 1 without sealed bidding. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Omaha 

Public Power District that: 
 

1. The Engineer’s Certification requesting that the Board waive the sealed bid 
requirements, in accordance with Nebraska Revised Statutes Sections 70-637 through 70-641, is 
hereby approved. 

 
2. Management is hereby authorized and directed to negotiate and enter into 

the necessary contract or contracts for the inspection and refurbishment of Sarpy County Station 
Unit 1, subject to review and approval of the final contract(s) by the District’s General Counsel. 

 
3. The notice required by Nebraska Revised Statutes Section 70-637 shall be 

published in the Omaha World Herald, or other similar newspaper of general circulation. 









 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 26, 2023 
 
 
Omaha Public Power District 
444 South 16th Street 
Omaha, NE  68102 
 

RE: Sarpy County Station Unit 1 - Engineer's Certification for Refurbishment 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
 We have reviewed the Engineer's Certification of Todd C. Anderson, a registered professional 
engineer in the State of Nebraska employed by the District.  Mr. Anderson's certification states that Sarpy 
County Station Unit 1 was inspected and found to require refurbishment. The unit will have to be 
disassembled for detailed inspection, evaluation, and repair. Mr. Anderson certifies that there is a limited 
supply of unique parts that are needed for the refurbishment, and that the inspection and repair work for the 
unit is technologically complex. He further explains that the technical specifications and contract 
requirements will require detailed and customized terms that must be negotiated with qualified bidders. For 
these reasons, Mr. Anderson certifies that it would be impractical and not in the public interest to use sealed 
bidding for this refurbishment project. 
 
 Section 70-637 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes authorizes the District's Board of Directors, by a 
two-thirds vote, to approve an Engineer's Certification for technologically complex projects for which 
sealed bidding would be impractical and not in the public interest, and to authorize the District to enter into 
a contract to complete the project. The District is required to advertise its intention to enter into any such 
contract in three (3) issues of a newspaper of general circulation within the District's service area, with not 
less than seven (7) days between issues. The contract cannot be entered into sooner than twenty (20) days 
after the last advertisement. 
 
 It is our opinion that Mr. Anderson’s Engineer's Certification complies with § 70-637 and is in a 
form that is appropriate for approval by the District's Board of Directors.  Therefore, the Board of Directors 
may approve the Engineer's Certification and authorize Management to negotiate and enter into the 
necessary contract(s) for the inspection and refurbishment of Sarpy County Station Unit 1.  We recommend 
that any such contract be subject to review and approval by the District's general counsel. 
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Very truly yours, 

 
Stephen M. Bruckner 
FOR THE FIRM 

SMB/sac 
3011496 
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