
 
OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 
June 15, 2023  

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on Thursday, May June 15, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic 
Center, 1819 Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via WebEx 
audio and video conference. 
 
Present in person at the Civic Center were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, M. R. Core, 
S. E. Howard, J. M. Mollhoff, C. C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon and E. H. Williams. Also present in 
person were L. J. Fernandez, President and Chief Executive Officer, S. M. Bruckner of the Fraser 
Stryker law firm, General Counsel for the District, E. H. Lane, Sr. Board Operations Specialist, 
and other members of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support staff.  Chair E. H. Williams 
presided and E. H. Lane recorded the minutes.  Members of the executive leadership team 
present in person included: J. M. Bishop, K. W. Brown, C. V. Fleener, T. D. McAreavey, K.S. 
McCormick, L. A. Olson, M. V. Purnell, B. R. Underwood, and T. R. Via. S.M. Focht joined the 
meeting via WebEx. 
 
Board Agenda Item 1:  Chair Opening Statement 
 
Chair Williams gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the WebEx audio 
and video conferencing platform. 
 
Board Agenda Item 2:  Safety Briefing 
 
Josh Clark, Manager Protective Services provided physical safety reminders. President 
Fernandez provided psychological safety reminders, including current safety focus reminders 
about: (i) Fitness for duty; (ii) Increase sprain/strain/tear awareness; and (iii) Roadway reminders. 
 
Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation 
 
Chair Williams then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and instructions on 
the public comment process in the room and using WebEx audio and video conferencing features. 
 
Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call 
 
Ms. Lane took roll call of the Board. All members were present in person. 
 
Board Agenda Item 5:  Announcement regarding public notice of meeting 
 
Ms. Lane read the following: 
 

“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald, OPPD Outlets 
newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying such notice on the Arcade 
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Level of Energy Plaza; and by e-mailing such notice to each of the District’s 
Directors on June 9, 2023. 
 
A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  
 
Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com and in this meeting room.” 
 

Board Consent Action Items:  
 
6. Approval of the January through April 2023 Financial Reports, May Board Meeting 

Minutes and the June 15, 2023 Agenda. 
7. SD-15: Enterprise Risk Management Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6573 
8. Annual Health Plan Report – Resolution No. 6574 
9. SD-2: Rates Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6575 

10. External Audit Services Vendor Recommendation – Resolution No. 6576 
11. Sale of Property Near 43rd and Center St – Resolution No. 6577 
12. 161kV Substation Electrical Equipment Installation – Resolution No. 6578 
13. Jones Street Station & Sarpy County Station Generator Protective Relay Upgrade –

Materials Contract Award – Resolution No. 6579 
14. Sarpy County Station Unit 1 -- Repair Parts and Services -- Engineer's Certification – 

Resolution No. 6580 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent action items. 
 
Chair Williams noted the Board discussed the action items during the All Committees meeting 
held on Tuesday, June 13, 2023.  
 
Chair Williams also noted Director Moody has asked that we note for the consent items, he 
should be listed as abstaining from the vote on item 11, the Sale of Property near 43rd and 
Center St, due to a potential conflict of interest involving his spouse's service on a non-profit 
organization that may have a business relationship related to the property. 
 
Chair Williams then asked for public comment. There was no comment from the public in 
attendance at the meeting. There was one comment from an attendee via WebEx. 
 
Mr. John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided comments on SD-2: Rates monitoring 
report. 
 
Chair Williams thanked him for his comments. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – Yes; Mollhoff – Yes; Moody – Yes (with abstention recorded for consent item 11); 
Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes. The motion carried (8-0).  
 
 
Board Agenda Item 15: President’s Report 
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President Fernandez next presented the following information: 

• May Baseload Generation 
• May Balancing Generation 
• May Renewables 
• Annual Customer Meeting 
• Patriotic Parade 
• Memorial Park 75th Anniversary 
• In Memoriam – Lawrence F. Wood 

 
Board Agenda Item 16: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 
 
Chair Williams asked for comments from the public on other items of District business. 
 
Mr. David Begley, 4611 S. 96th Street, Omaha, provided comments on IRS credits and presented 
the Board with materials attached to these minutes. 
 
Mr. Laverne Treahn, Omaha, NE, provided comments on battery technology and hydrogen power 
production and presented the Board with materials attached to these minutes. 
 
Mr. David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th Street, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments 
on the Near Term Generation Recommendation and energy efficiency. 
 
Mr. Ken Winston, Omaha, NE, provided comments on the Board’s decision to delay the vote on 
the Near Term Generation Recommendation and concerns for low income energy burden. 
 
Mr. John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided a weather update. 
 
There were no additional comments from the public in attendance at the meeting or via WebEx. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

  

S. M. Focht 
Vice President – Corporate Strategy and 
Governance and Assistant Secretary 

 E. H. Lane 
Sr. Board Operations Specialist  
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