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Spring is here,  and s o is Nebraska’s 

famously wild weather.

E astern Nebraska s ee s its share of 

thunderstorms, f loods,  derechos, 

tornadoe s and late-s eas on 

snowstorms. 

The National Weather S ervice 

(NWS) wants everyone to be 

prepared for bad weather and has a 

variety of tips to help.

B ecaus e s evere weather can caus e 

power outage s,  it ’s  als o important to 

plan accordingly for your family and 

friends. 

B l i z z a rd s

The NWS de fine s a blizzard as 

either a storm with large amounts 

of snow OR blowing snow that lasts 

at  least three hours or with winds 

greater than 35 mph and le ss than a 

quarter-mile of visibility.

The obvious dangers are low 

visibility,  slick roads,  frigid 

temperature s and dangerous wind 

chills.  The NWS advis e s against 

We all  know that wall  insulation 

slows the f low of heat and help make 

your home energy e fficient,  but what 

about pipe insulation?

Your water pipe s can and should 

be insulated,  if  possible,  in 

unconditioned space s.  Insulated 

pipe s can deliver water 2-4 degree s 

Fahrenheit hotter than uninsulated 

pipe s.  That can mean a lower water 

heater tank s etting.

Us e a minimum rating of R-4 for 

your pipe insulation.  The most 

common form is tubular foam 

insulation.  B e sure the inside 

diameter of the foam insulation 

matche s the pipe’s diameter. 

The foam should cover the pipe 

completely.

Insulate hot water pipe s from the 

water heater to the fixture s that us e 

hot water ( bathroom, kitchen, etc.) . 

Don’t  worry about line s you can’t 

reach.  Insulate cold water pipe s for 

the first  5 feet of cold water line, 

starting at the water heater.

OPPD engineers joined an e ffort 

recently by Omaha P ublic S chools 

to show girls all  the important, 

rewarding and in-demand work they 

could do as engineers.

The annual “Introduce a Girl  to 

E ngineering Day” encourage s girls 

to consider engineering as a viable 

career path with many bene fits.

In 2023,  women accounted for 

just 16.7 % of the profe ssionals 

in architecture and engineering 

careers,  according to the S ociety of 

Women E ngineers.  The event was 

hosted by We stview High S chool.

OPPD engineers told girls that 

engineering pays well  and 

offers f lexibility and a chance 

to creatively s olve problems. 

OPPD hire s engineers from all 

s orts of dis cipline s,  including 

the mechanical,  electrical,  civil , 

traveling or spending time outdoors 

when wind chills are extremely low. 

T hu nde rstor m s

S evere thunderstorms can pos e a 

threat as well .  The NWS considers 

a thunderstorm “s evere” when it 

produce s quarter-inch to 1-ich hail 

or larger in diameter,  winds of at 

least 58 mph, or a tornado.

Thunderstorms can caus e damage 

through wind, hail ,  l ightning,  f loods, 

f lash f loods and tornadoe s. 

Tor n ado e s

Tornadoe s can strike at any day at 

any time. A powerful,  fast-spinning 

funnel of air  de s cends from the sky 

and touche s the ground, causing 

devastation in s ome areas while 

leaving others untouched. 

B e  pre pa re d

No matter the weather,  it ’s  always 

smart to have a plan of action 

be fore s evere weather strike s s o 

you can re spond quickly.           

ENCOURAGING GIRLS TO LOOK AT ENGINEERING

TIPS TO KEEP YOU SAFE  
DURING SEVERE WEATHER

KEEPING PIPES 
WELL-INSULATED

chemical and industrial  fields. 

Their work helps provide reliable, 

affordable and sustainable power 

to people throughout OPPD’s 

s ervice territory in eastern 

Nebraska.

The event at the E mbassy Suite s 

hotel and conference center 

in L a Vista featured dozens of 

employers,  including G oogle, 

Olss on Ass ociate s,  the U.S.  Army 

Corps of E ngineers,  University of 

Nebraska Omaha Biomechanics, 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Aerospace Club and University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln Biomedical.




