
 
 

OPPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

December 18, 2025 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Public Power District (“OPPD” or 
“District”) was held on December 18, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at the Omaha Douglas Civic Center, 1819 
Farnam Street, 2nd Floor Legislative Chamber, Omaha, Nebraska and via WebEx audio and video 
conference. 
 
Joining in person were Directors A. E. Bogner, M. J. Cavanaugh, M. R. Core, S. E. Howard, J. L. 
Hudson, C. C. Moody, M. G. Spurgeon and E. H. Williams. Also present were L. J. Fernandez, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, and Messrs. S. Bruckner and T. Thalken, of the Fraser 
Stryker law firm, General Counsel for the District, E. H. Lane, Sr. Board Operations Specialist, 
and other members of the OPPD Board meeting logistics support staff.  Chair M. R. Core 
presided, and E. H. Lane recorded the minutes.  Members of the executive leadership team joining 
in person included S. M. Focht, C.V. Fleener, T. D. McAreavey, T. R. Via and B. R. Underwood. 
 
Board Agenda Item 1: Chair Opening Statement 
 
Chair Core gave a brief opening statement, including reminders for using the WebEx audio and 
video conferencing platform. 
 
Board Agenda Item 2: Safety Briefing 
 
J. Clark, Manager, Protective Services, provided safety reminders.  
 
Board Agenda Item 3: Guidelines for Participation 
 
Chair Core then presented the guidelines for the conduct of the meeting and instructions on the 
public comment process in the room and using WebEx audio and video conferencing features. 
 
Board Agenda Item 4: Roll Call 
 
Ms. Lane took roll call of the Board. All members were present in person. 
 
Board Agenda Item 5: Announcement regarding public notice of meeting 
 
Ms. Lane read the following: 
 

“Notice of the time and place of this meeting was publicized by notifying the area 
news media; by publicizing same in the Omaha World Herald and Nebraska Press 
Association, OPPD Outlets newsletter, oppd.com and social media; by displaying 
such notice on the first level of the OPPD administrative offices; and by e-mailing 
such notice to each of the District’s Directors on December 12, 2025.  
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A copy of the proposed agenda for this meeting has been maintained, on a current 
basis, and is readily available for public inspection in the office of the District’s 
Corporate Secretary.  
 
Additionally, a copy of the Open Meetings Act is available for inspection on 
oppd.com.” 

 
Board Consent Action Items:  
 

6. Approval of the October 2025 Financial Report, November 2025 Meeting Minutes, and 
December 18, 2025 Agenda  

7. SD-8: Employee Relations Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6735 
8. SD-11: Economic Development Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 6736 
9. SD-12: Security and Information Management Monitoring Report – Resolution No. 

6737 
10. RFP 6225 - Nebraska City Station Unit 1 Flue Gas Expansion Joint Material & Labor 

Contract Award – Resolution No. 6738 
11. Nebraska City Station Unit 2 Distributed Control System Upgrade - Engineer's 

Certification – Request to Negotiate – Resolution No. 6739 
12. North Omaha Station Unit 4 (NO4) Low Pressure Turbine Refurbishment - Engineer's 

Certification – Request to Negotiate – Resolution No. 6740 
13. Nebraska City Station Unit 2 Turbine and Generator Repair Labor and Technical 

Services - Engineer's Certification – Request to Negotiate – Resolution No. 6741 
14. Declaration of Anticipated 2026 Capital Expenditures Reimbursement – Resolution No. 

6742 
 
It was moved and seconded that the Board approve the consent action items. 
 
Chair Core asked for public comment in person and on WebEx. There were no comments. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – Yes; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes. The motion carried 
(8-0).  
 
Board Discussion Action Items 
 

15. 2026 Final Corporate Operating Plan – Resolution No. 6743 
 
Director Moody moved to approve the discussion action item, and it was seconded by Director 
Spurgeon. Director Moody presented the resolution and noted it was discussed in the All 
Committees meeting on Tuesday. Chair Core asked for Board member questions or comments. 
Director Spurgeon offered comments in support of the resolution. 
 
Chair Core then asked for public comments in the room. There were three. 
 
David Begley, 4611 S. 96th St, provided comments on renewables and rising rate pressure, and 
presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
LaVerne Treahn, Omaha, NE, provided comments on the proposed rate changes. 
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Anthony Rogers Wright, 3010 Lincoln Blvd, provided comments on renewable energy as a low 
cost alternative to raising rates. 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public on WebEx. There were no comments. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – No; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – No; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – Yes. The motion carried 
(6-2).  
 
16. Modification of Resolution No. 6518 Regarding North Omaha Station Operations – 

Resolution No. 6744 
 
Director Bogner moved to approve the discussion action item, and it was seconded by Director 
Cavanaugh. CEO Fernandez provided comments on the concerns of the community and the 
future of the utility. Director Moody and Director Williams asked questions regarding the timeline 
of the conversion of North Omaha Station. CEO Fernandez and T. R. Via, COO and Vice-
President Utility Operations, provided responses to the questions. 
 
Chair Core then asked for public comments in the room. There were 34 comments. 
 
David Begley, 4611 S. 96th St, provided comments on North Omaha Station and OPPD’s net zero 
goal, and presented materials which are attached to the minutes. 
 
Anthony Rogers Wright, 3010 Lincoln Blvd, Omaha, provided comments  
 
Jennifer Glazer, 105 S. 93rd Ave, Omaha, provided comments on the North Omaha Station and 
urged the board to keep their goal to refuel/retire the coal units. 
 
Kay Carne, 143 White Deer Ln, with Citizens Climate Action, provided comments in support of 
the North Omaha community. 
 
John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided comments on the North Omaha health study 
and the proposed resolution. 
 
Terrell McKinney, 5319 N. 30th St, representing BOLD Alliance, provided comments on the lack 
of transparency with the North Omaha community and refueling/retiring North Omaha Station. 
 
Melia Gotch, 5719 S. 98th Plaza, provided comments on the Walter Scott Jr. power station in 
Council Bluffs and the health care costs of burning coal in a community. 
 
Hayden Ripik, 1805 North Main St., provided comments on the increase in generation due to data 
centers and burning coal’s effect on the environment. 
 
Connor Nichols, with the Nebraska Conservation of Voters, provided comments on the timeline 
for the conversion of North Omaha Station. 
 
Mele Mason, 9632 N. 34th St, provided comments on the North Omaha health study. 
 
Mark Salerno, President, IBEW Local 1483, provided comments in support of the extension of 
North Omaha Station to provide reliable, affordable power to all customer owners. 
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Brad Erickson, representing IBEW 763, provided comments in support of lower rates and keeping 
skilled jobs by delaying the transition of North Omaha Station. 
 
Jane O’Connor, 5412 Charles St, provided comments on the health and economic inequality of 
North Omaha. 
 
Jonathon Paetz, 17226 Williams Cir., Omaha, provided comments on the North Omaha Station 
resolution as a path to refuel or retire the coal units. 
 
Charlene Potter, 4321 Larimore Ave., provided comments on the effects of coal emissions on 
nature and animals. 
 
Ashlei Spivey, 12037 N. 40th, State Senator – District 13, provided comments of support for and 
appreciation of the North Omaha community and expressed disappointment in the proposed 
resolution and extension of burning coal in North Omaha.  
 
Betty Tamasi, 7389 North 89th St., provided comments in support of renewable energy. 
 
Dan DiLeo, 5817 S.176th St, Omaha, provided comments on the lack of transparency from the 
Board and management, and the EPRI health study. 
 
Steven Dickerson, 5214 Cass St, representing the Students for Sustainability, provided comments 
on OPPD’s lack of transparency regarding the North Omaha Station transition. 
 
Thomas Neneman, 7212 N. 76th St., provided comments on North Omaha coal generation and 
cost of health insurance and services. 
 
Precious McKesson, 6716 NE Ave, provided comments on the lack of communication with the 
North Omaha community, the Attorney General’s lawsuit and disappointment in the resolution. 
 
Carol Irey, 3719 Ohio St, provided comments on a health fund for North Omaha children and 
cleaner burning coal. 
 
Mariah Johnson, 3030 N. 60th St., provided comments on the focus on economic benefits of 
burning coal and not the health of the community. 
 
Crystal Craig, 3521 Haskell St., provided comments on wind and solar energy. 
 
Liz Veazey, 912 N. 49th St., provided comments on environmental justice, accountability and the 
North Omaha health study.  
 
Jordan Anderson, 6733 S. 191st Ave., representing the Nebraska Sierra Club executive 
committee, provided comments on decarbonization goals, sustainable and renewable energy, 
and the political climate. 
 
Jane Kleeb, Hastings, NE, representing BOLD Nebraska, provided comments on the benefits of 
public power, environmental justice, and community solar panels. 
 
Nancy Gaarder, 2720 Iowa St, provided comments on rebuilding trust with the North Omaha 
community. 

Docusign Envelope ID: 7F2FCB11-49A2-4978-8DFC-887C1E5832C0



Board Minutes 
December 18, 2025  
Page 5 
 
Ethan Wilkins, 3920 Dewey Ave, provided comments on the EPRI health study, investing in 
renewable energy and data centers energy usage. 
 
Luis Jiminez, 2709 Dewey Ave, provided comments on the need for advocating to the city and 
county to support renewable energy. 
 
LaVerne Treahn, Omaha, NE, provided comments on shutting down coal plants and converting 
to natural gas. 
 
Jesse Fischer, 6665 Ohio St, provided comments on data centers using too much power and the 
lack of transparency of data center load. 
 
Paul Fileman, Yutan, NE, provided comments on the expert health panel presentation at 
Creighton versus the EPRI health study. 
 
Roger Carroll, 417 N. 38th Ave, provided comments the Omaha World Herald article regarding the 
North Omaha health study, the Creighton expert panel, and battery storage plans. 
 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public on WebEx. There were five.  
 
David Corbin, 1002 N. 49th St, representing the Nebraska Sierra Club, provided comments on 
energy innovations. 
 
Ken Winston, Lincoln, NE, representing the Missouri Valley Sierra Club, provided comments on 
OPPD’s timing to retire North Omaha Station and expressed support for the North Omaha 
community. 
 
Cheryl Weston, 1822 Emmett St, provided comments on OPPD’s mission statement and lack of 
accountability to the North Omaha community. 
 
Chelsea, provided comm ents on climate change, data centers and the accountability of OPPD 
management. 
 
LaVonya Goodwin, Omaha Councilmember, District 2, provided comments on the lack of 
accountability and responsibility of OPPD to the North Omaha community.  
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the Board. Director Bogner, Director Cavanaugh, Director 
Moody and Director Williams all provided comments on the resolution. 
 
Thereafter, the vote was recorded as follows:  Bogner – Yes; Cavanaugh – Yes; Core – Yes; 
Howard – No; Hudson – Yes; Moody – Yes; Spurgeon – Yes; Williams – No. The motion carried 
(6-2).  
 
 
Board Agenda Item 11: President’s Report 
Chair Core noted the President’s Report is not being presented this evening due to the duration 
of the meeting, but the report can be found on OPPD.com, under the Board meeting and schedule 
section. 
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Board Agenda Item 12: Opportunity for comment on other items of District Business 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public in the room on other items of District business. 
There were four comments. 
 
Nancy Gaarder, 2720 Iowa St, provided comments of thanks to Director Williams and the Board 
and management for their hard work this year. 
 
John Pollack, 1412 N. 35th Street, Omaha, provided a weather update. 
 
Dan DiLeo, 5817 S.176th St, Omaha, provided comments on the lack of transparency from the 
Board and management, and the EPRI health study. 
 
Anthony Rogers Wright, provided comments on SPP and large load customers additional burden 
to the electric grid. 
 
Chair Core asked for comments from the public online on other items of District business. There 
were no comments. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  
 
 
 
 

  

S. M. Focht 
Vice President – Corporate Strategy & 
Governance and Assistant Secretary 

 E. H. Lane 
Sr. Board Operations Specialist  
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