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SPP’S HILLS & CHILLS

What is a HILL (High Impact Large Load)? New or expanded commercial/industrial loads 
that are 10 MW or more if connected to ≤69kV line or 50MW or more if connected to >69kV
• Qualifying as a HILL is automatic and not optional (originally packaged by SPP as optional)
• A CHILL is a HILL that is conditional due to lack of generation to serve the load 

• CHILLs are subject to curtailment 
• CHILL must transition to a HILL within 7 years

Purpose of process? SPP will conduct typical load request studies plus additional 
supplemental studies for enhanced and more rigorous analysis due to their unique 
characteristics 

How is a HILL treated differently? 
• Additional fees and deposits are required for the new studies 
• Ability to access conditional transmission service if needed (CHILL)
• Eligible for optional expedited generator interconnection service (HILLGA)

HILLS and CHILLS is SPP’s large load initiative with a goal of speeding up interconnection



OPPD’s & SPP’s Large Load Processes

1) Potential large customers provide inquiry for OPPD service as part of its site 
selection/evaluation process, preliminary review by OPPD occurs (as applicable) 
and customer submits large load application

2) OPPD collects study deposits and fees

3) OPPD acting as the Transmission Customer for the large load, in accordance with its 
service territory under state law, applies to SPP to study the new load

4) OPPD and SPP conduct studies to evaluate load impacts on system
• New HILLS and CHILLS studies incorporated into SPP’s current load studies
• Additional studies only for large loads that qualify as HILLS or CHILLS 

5) Large customer and OPPD execute agreements to facilitate interconnection of new 
load

SPP’s HILLS and CHILLS is a small but important part of OPPD’s greater large load process. 
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SPP tariff was designed to avoid encroaching on the state’s jurisdiction

SPP OATT REQUIRES RERRA 
AUTHORIZATION

• SPP OATT states RERRA authorization is needed, but defers how they are authorized to the states 
• RERRA = The entity with jurisdiction over the prices and service policies for retail electric 

customers.  OPPD’s retail load RERRA = OPPD Board of Directors

• OPPD has a statutory obligation to serve customers
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RECOMMENDATION: 
REVISE BL-12 TO REFLECT SPP TARIFF CHANGES
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Status of HILLs & CHILLs reported quarterly to Board
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CEO is 

delegated 

authority over 

various energy 

transactions. 

REVISED
BL-12

NEW: Transactions and 
associated agreements
necessary to facilitate 
compliance with Southwest 
Power Pool (SPP) 
interconnection of large loads 
under the SPP Open Access 
Transmission Tariff. 
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NEXT STEPS

• Board approves BL-12 on September 17, 2026

• Update existing OPPD large load process to incorporate SPP large load 
process

• As applicable, OPPD submits HILL/CHILL applications as large load 
navigates the OPPD large load process and reports back to Board 
quarterly
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